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BUSINESS |

By Harry Wallop

MERVYN Metcalf, one of the 
City’s most senior media 
bankers, has set up a new 
boutique advisory company.

Mr Metcalf, a managing 
director at Global Leisure 
Partners, has set up Dean 
Street Advisers with his fellow 
GLP managing director 
Graeme Atkinson.

The new firm will concen-
trate not just on media, retail 
and leisure – the areas in 
which Mr Metcalf made his 
name – but also healthcare, 
technology and support serv-
ices.

He said: “We will focus on 
relationships. This is a real 
opportunity to build some-
thing which is relationship-

driven. We’re not selling prod-
ucts like the big banks.”

Although he wants to focus 
on a wide range of sectors 
most of the companies he will 
advise are likely to be based in 
the UK.

Mr Metcalf was at Merrill 
Lynch for 11 years, where he 
worked on a number of high-
profile deals including Roger 
Parry and Permira’s audacious 
bid for ITV and the sale of 
lastminute.com to Sabre.

He joined GLP in 2008 and 
advised CVC on its bid for 
Virgin Active, as well as work-
ing on BetFred’s acquisition 
of the Tote.

He and Mr Atkinson have 
left GLP with the company’s 

blessing. Mark Harms, the 
chairman of GLP, said: 
“Mervyn and Graeme have 
been great partners at GLP 
and I am delighted that 
through this route we will 
continue to work together in a 
new form while enabling them 
to follow their entrepreneurial 
path.”

Mr Metcalf is funding the 
new venture with his and Mr 
Atkinson’s own resources and 
will work closely with Global 
Leisure on deals.

He added: “While we don’t 
underestimate the challenge 
of starting a new advisory 
organisation we nonetheless 
welcome the opportunity it 
may create.”


